 BUS261 - Adventures in Capitalism

               As a part of ISCM (Institute for the Study of Capitalism and Morality) course series

Facilitators: Dr. Laker (History) & Dr. Hajiran (Economics)

Dr. Laker's

    OFFICE:         
Donahue-101D (Telephone: 243-2276/2243 fax) 

     HOURS:         
MWF 1:00-1:50, TR 10:40-12:00 & by Appt. 

   E-MAIL:          
 lakerj@wju.edu

Dr. Hajiran's

   OFFICE:          
G-06 NTTC (Telephone: 243-2288/ 8703 fax)

    HOURS:          
Tue.  11-12, Wed.  5:45-6:30, Thu. 11-12 &  5:45-6:30

                              
& After class or any other time as needed.

                              
( Please E-mail or call for an appointment )

E-MAIL:           
ecn@wju.edu (Use homan@wju.edu for urgent messages ONLY)

TEXT:                
John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge, THE COMPANY ( 2003).

                            
Student prepared "Reading Packages" on topic of choice.  

Course Description: This is an introductory seminar course (student presentations and discussions are stressed) that aims to acquaint students with some of the controversial socio-economic issues that face American Capitalism today. By the end of this course students will be able to discuss and argue in favor or against a number of different current topics that influence many aspects of our lives today. In addition, students will learn how to conduct quick and useful research on current events and socio-economic issues. 

Grading:

     (30%) Discussion and class participation, the major aspect of this seminar course.

     ( 5% ) Attendance (+1% for perfect attendance)  

     (10%) Quizzes based on readings (i.e., "topic packages") assembled for other students 

     (15%) Two Presentations (Once favor "YES", and other against "NO" of an issue)                                  

     (20%) Team Papers (The expanded versions of your two presented topics) 

     (20%) Exams (Midterm- Feb. 21 & Final – As is scheduled)

ATTENDANCE: Student attendance ( 5% of your grade + 1% bonus ) will be 

                                determined according to the following schedule;               

                                0  absence       5% + 1% (bonus)

                                1  absence       5% 

                                2  absences     4%

                                3  absences     3%

                                4  absences     2%

                                5  absences     1%

                               >5  absences   -1% per absence

               In addition, for freshmen and students on probation, the standard university-wide policy applies ( more than 4 absences results in an automatic failing course grade                 FA ).  An absence is defined as not being in class, REGARDLESS of the reason                    (e.g., illness, athletics, family, interview, car problem, alarm clock malfunction,                   another exam, ride, etc.)  Student  preparation for class, in-class contribution,                      improvement and punctuality will influence the borderline grades.  

                          You will enhance your chances for success in this course if you:                              

              1. BE HERE.   (My experience and educational research  indicate a high degree of positive                                        correlation between attendance and course performance. Do not challenge the odds.)            

              2. BE PREPARED. (Keep a consistent daily schedule; read assigned topics (packages) before the class.               

              3. BE ACTIVE.  (Follow the news and become more interested in current events and the latest developments in your topic. This will “bring to life” the our class. Ask questions and contribute to class discussion. Actively participate in your class discussion  (30% + 5% = 35% of your grade)

We  hope you enjoy  the course, and more importantly, that you LEARN.                        

                                              COURSE OUTLINE 

During the first few weeks, Drs. Laker and Hajiran will provide introductory lectures concerning the pillars, the history, the benefits, as well as the problems of capitalism in today's cultures.  Then, in the presentation phase of the course, they will moderate and offer comments on the issues raised (as well as those overlooked) during the student presentations and discussions.  

Suggested Topics:

(Note: Each topic should be introduced by constructing a question that solicits either a "YES", or a "No" answer) 

1.  Environment: Are we misusing our natural resources?

2.  Health Care:  Is access to free health care an individual’s right?

3.  Crime: Is death penalty a crime deterrent?

4.  Crime: Should we build more prisons?

5.  Illegal Drugs: Should we legalize illegal drugs?

6.  Legal Drugs: Are pharmaceutical companies just greedy profiteers?

7.  Education: Can school vouchers improve our educational system?

8.  Poverty: Have poverty policies helped the poor?

9.  Affirmative Action: Have affirmative action polices outlived their usefulness?

10. Minimum Wage: Should the minimum wage be just zero? 

11. Anti-Trust Laws: Should the government regulate the monopolies?

12. Unions: Do we need the unions?

13. The Wall Street: Is it a road map to prosperity?

14. Income Inequality: Should the government attempt to close the inequality gap?

15. Private Property Rights: Should the eminent domain be expanded?

16. Free Trade: Should domestic companies be protected?

17. Organ Donation: Should the donors be compensated?

18. National Debt: Should children pay for their parents’ spending? 

19. Politics: Should there be a term limit?

20. Immigrants: Should illegal immigrants be deported?

21. Taxes: Does paying higher taxes lead to better quality of life?

22. Sub-prime mortgages: Should we pay for their bad lending /borrowing decisions? 

23. Consumer Protection: Can the government protect us better than the market?

24. Any other student suggested similar and current topic (with approval) 

Presentation Outline

                      TUESDAYS                                                      THURSDAYS

             Topic#                   By                                    Topic#                   By

Jan 8   _______    _____Overview_______   Jan 10 _______      _____Introduction_____

Jan 15 _______    _____Introduction_____   Jan 17_______      _____Introduction_____

Jan 22 _______    ____________________   Jan 24_______      ____________________

Jan 29 _______    ____________________   Jan 31_______      ____________________

Feb 5  _______    ____________________   Feb 7   _______     ____________________

Feb 12_______    ____________________   Feb 14 _______      ____________________

Feb 19*______    ____________________   Feb 21 _______      ____Mid-term Exam___

Feb 26 ______    ___Spring Break_______   Feb 28_______      ______Spring Break___

Mar 4 _______    ____________________   Mar 6 _______      ____________________

Mar 11______    ____________________    Mar 13​_______      ____________________

Mar 18______    ____________________    Mar 20_______      _______Easter Break___

Mar 25______    ____________________    Mar 27_______      ____________________

Apr 1 _______    ____________________   Apr 3   _______      ____________________

Apr 8 _______    ____Research Day____    Apr 10*_______      ____________________

Apr 15______    ____________________   Apr. 17_______      ____________________

Apr 22______    _____Review_________   Apr 24 _______     ____Review/Evaluation-

Week of Apr. 28 …………..Finals……………………………………………………….. 

