Family Educational Rig’hts
& Privacy Act (FERPA)

The Family Education Riglzts and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a feo[era/ law passeal Z7y Congress in
1074. This law protects a student’s riglzts with respect to his or her education records and is

app/icab/e to all living former and current students. FEPRA proviales a student the riglzt to
inspect his or her educational records, seck to amend these records, and protect his or her

educational records. FERPA does allow some information, Jesignatec[ as Directory Information,
to be released without the consent 0][ the student. leeeling Jesuit’s fu// po/icy, n comp/iance with
FERPA, is available in the student cata/og.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’S) IN REGARDS TO FERPA

0. ‘Vlzy do parents have limited access to their student’s co//ege records?

A. Under FERPA, the access rig’hts that parents and leg’al g’uarclians had in the elementary
and seconclary school setting are transferred to students once tlley attend a post-seconclary
institution like Wheeling’ Jesuit OR turn 18 years of age. Parents can be given access to
records if the student grants the parent permission to access his/her records ])y Completing’ the
Student Waiver To Release Academic and Financial Records form. This form can also be
found on the Registrar’s Office We]:)pag’e, accessible from WWW.E]'u.e(lu.

0. What records does FEPRA cover?

A. The privacy protection FEPRA gives to students is very broad. With limited exceptions,
the FERPA reg’ulations give privacy protection to the student’s “education records.” These
are defined as records that are “clirectly related to a student and are maintained ]oy an
educational agency or institution or ]oy a party acting for the agency or institution.” Examples
of student records covered l)y FERPA are g’ra(le reports, transcripts, etc.

Q. As a parent/guara[ian, how can Ifind out my student’s grades?

A. The best approac}l is to ask your son/(laug’}lter (lirectly. Parents can only have access to a
student’s g’ra(les if the Student Waiver form has been Complete(l l)y the student and is on file
with the Registrar’s Office. For those students who have completecl and filed the
aforementioned form, the Registrar’s Office will send a copy of mid-term and final g’racles to
parents at these times cluring’ a semester. Please note, that due to privacy and the clitticulty
with contirming’ a person’s i(],entity over the telephone , officials at Wheeling’ Jesuit are unable
to discuss student’s g’rades over the telephone unless the student is present for the

conversation.
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